
My highlights as IOJ President 
 

Presentation of Kaarle Nordenstreng  
Professor Emeritus, University of Tampere, Finland  

 

IFJ World Congress 2016 
Preconference Celebrating Our Histories  

Angers, 7 June 2016 
 
 
 
 



Congress in Helsinki Finlandia Hall 1976: one year after 
the CSCE Final Act was signed in the same place – 
great moment of détente, IFJ attending first time 
UNESCO 1978: consultative meeting of international 
and regional organizations of journalists 
Consultative meetings 1980-83: International Principles 
of Professional Ethics in Journalism 
UN 1982: Special session on disarmament 
Prague 1986: 40th anniversary and study of the roots – 
Useful Recollections I–II, A History of the International 
Movement of Journalists, The Rise and Fall of the IOJ 













Letter from the IOJ   

I bring you an important letter from Suleiman Al-Qudah 
(Jordania), elected President in the last IOJ Congress in 
Amman in 1995, and Manuel Tomé (Mocambique), 
elected Honorary President on the same occasion. 
They remind of the fact that the legal successor of the 
old FIJ of 1926 was the IOJ of 1946 and not the IFJ of 
1952 and that today we should celebrate also the 
founding of IOJ as united movement 70 years ago. 
Unity was arrested by the Cold War for forty years but 
now once it is over the movement is united again. 
The letter makes a historical statement that the IOJ has 
come to a natural end and that the heritage of the pre-
war FIJ is now passed on to the IFJ. 







Three moments of unity to celebrate   

Looking at broad history of our international movement, 
let us note that there are three organizational moments 
which justify the celebration of unity: 
First, the founding of FIJ after World War I in 1926 
Second, the founding of IOJ after World War II in 1946 
And third, the regaining of unity after Cold War – here in 
Angers where we got a notice that IOJ is finished with 
the heritage of old FIJ being passed to new IFJ 
Three years: 1926, 1946 and 2016 – all in June 
We are really wittnesses of closing a page in history – 
here in Angers  



Thank you! 

kaarle.nordenstreng@uta.fi 
 

http://www.uta.fi/cmt/en/contact/staff/
kaarlenordenstreng/index.html 

 


