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My highlights as 10J President

Presentation of Kaarle Nordenstreng
Professor Emeritus, University of Tampere, Finland

IFJ World Congress 2016
Preconference Celebrating Our Histories
Angers, 7 June 2016




Congress in Helsinki Finlandia Hall 1976: one year after
the CSCE Final Act was signed in the same place —
great moment of détente, IFJ attending first time

UNESCO 1978: consultative meeting of international
and regional organizations of journalists

Consultative meetings 1980-83: International Principles
of Professional Ethics in Journalism

UN 1982: Special session on disarmament

Prague 1986: 40th anniversary and study of the roots —
Useful Recollections I-Il, A History of the International
Movement of Journalists, The Rise and Fall of the IOJ
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Interational and regional organizations of
professional journaksts. representng

[l
o
altogether 400 000 working journalists
in all parts of the world, have held since
1878 consutatve meetings under the

auspices of UNESCO.

Principles i
Of Professional S
In Journalism SEEERIRET

The fourth consultative meet
and Paris. 1983) noted the fast
tne UNESCO Declaration in which it
tatod inter aka that “the exercise
of reedom of opinion, expression and
information, recognized as an it
s and fundamenta freedom:
'savitalfactor in the strengthening o
and international understanding
Furthermore, the masting recognized the
important role which information and
communication play i the contemporary
workd, both in nabional and inernatonal
cial responsibity
‘o mass media and

spheres, with a grows
being placed upor
journalists

tolowing principles
alism were
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Principle People’s Right to True Principle Public Access Principle Promotion of a New World
Information and Participation Information
{ the profession demands that the and Communication Order

e The journalist operates in the contemporary

withinthe framework of a movement
new international relations in general and
information order in particular. This new
order, understood as an integral part of the New

Principle The Journalist's Dedication  Principle Respect for Privacy and Interational Economic Order. s aimed

to Objective Reality . Human Dignity jonization and democratization of the field of

nation and communication, both nationally
epewreofthe wornd  Principle Respect for Pu

world

for their. ‘¢

special obligation to promote the process of
democratization of international  relations in 1

ar by safequarding
iendly relations.

field of information, in par
and fostering peaceful ai

and internationally, on the basis of peaceful
) blic Interest

e among peoples and with full respect
ature ar e of eve The bk tandard: o journalist
pr esa a 2 Srascit espect for S GOty

ltural identity 'n;‘ ournalist has a
Principle The Journalist’s Social Principle Respect for Universal Values
Responsibility and Diversity of Cultures

ournalist participates actively in th
\nsformation towards democratic 55080 by the fourth consutative meeing of intermational and
! t tes through

n internationa

Principle The Journalist’s Professional
Integrity

Sétente, disarmament and internatonai Camnoic Unon
opment. It belongs to ican Foderaton of Journalsts (FELAP),
rolession thaf (6 Parelat B 7 Federation of Press Workers (FELATRAR),
demands that the o rokoiahl 510 Asions Cortaine i Joumaiss (FA)

demands that the of relevant provisions contained in inte Unian of Arcan Journasists (UJA)

ns and resolutions Confodoration of ASEAN Joumaiss (CAJ).

profession maintain high sta
including the journalist's ight to refrain from
working against his or her conviction or from

fards of integity onventions, deciar

Gaclosing sources of information a3 well as the Principle Elimination of War and Other
rightto participate in the decision-making of the i i
medium in which he or she s empioyed Great Evils Confronting

The integrity of the profession does not permit Humanity
the journalist o accept any form of bribe or the

promotionofany private interest contrary to the
general welfare. Likewise it belongs to
professional ethics 1o respect intellectual property
ind. in particular, to refrain from plagiarism.

nai

The ethical commitment to the universai values
of humanism calis for the journalist o abstain from
any justiication for, or incitement to, wars.
of aggression and the arms race, especially
i nuclear weapons. and all other forms.
| of violence, hatred or discrimination, especially
| racialism and apartheid, oppression by tyrannic
I regimes, colonialism and neocolonialism. as well
as other great evils which affict numanity, such as
poverty. mainutrition and diseases. By 50 doing,
the journalist can help eliminate ignorance and

a ples.
of a country sensitive 1o the needs and desires

conviction.
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International
Organization
of Journalists

Prague, 1988




A History of the
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Letter from the 10J

| bring you an important letter from Suleiman Al-Qudah
(Jordania), elected President in the last |IOJ Congress in
Amman in 1995, and Manuel Tomé (Mocambique),
elected Honorary President on the same occasion.

They remind of the fact that the legal successor of the
old FIJ of 1926 was the IOJ of 1946 and not the IFJ of
1952 and that today we should celebrate also the
founding of 10J as united movement 70 years ago.

Unity was arrested by the Cold War for forty years but
now once it is over the movement is united again.

The letter makes a historical statement that the 10J has
come to a natural end and that the heritage of the pre-
war FlJ is now passed on to the IFJ.
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Message to the 29th IFJ Congress in Angers, France, on 7-10 June 2016

Dear delegates — fellow journalists!

On this occasion we are invited to recall the history of our international movement. It is indeed a long
and complicated story. The movement started over 120 years ago in 1894, when the first international
conference of “press people” took place in Antwerp. But it took until after World War I for the first
proper association of professional journalists to be established in 1926 with the encouragement of the
International Labour Organization ILO and the League of Nations. It took as its name Fédération
Internationale des Journalistes (FIJ) and its secretariat was located in Paris. The FIJ was destroyed by
the German army’s occupation of France in 1940. During World War II the movement was hosted by
the British Union of Journalists, which helped to set up the International Federation of Journalists of
Allied or Free Countries. This federation in exile organized new beginning for the movement in 1946
in Copenhagen, where the International Organization of Journalists (I0J) was founded among
Europeans together with Russians, Americans and Australians — as the legal successor of the FIJ.

The Cold War since the late 1940s led to a split in the movement, whereby the Western member unions
left the IOJ and in 1952 established a new association, the present International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ). Meanwhile, the IOJ consolidated itself in Eastern Europe and spread to the
developing world. The world of journalist associations was divided between the Prague-based I0J and
the Brussels-based IFJ, with some, like the French and the Finns, having membership of both. The two
internationals followed the Cold War division between “Communist East” and “Free West” leading to a
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Today it is obvious that the IF]J is the sole representative of professional journalists around the world.
This does not mean that the IFJ is the direct successor of the pre-war F1J, whose legal heritage was
passed to the IOJ. On this occasion of the 29th IFJ Congress in 2016 it is important that the IFJ
perceives itself correctly in history as a successor of both the pre-war FIJ and the post-war I0J. While
celebrating the 90th anniversary of the founding of the FIJ, we should not forget that a common IOJ
was founded in Copenhagen exactly 70 years ago, on 3—9 June 1946 — with high hopes, until it was

split by the unfortunate Cold War.

Dear colleagues,

As the President of the IOJ and its Honorary President elected in the last IOJ Congress in Amman in
1995, we note that the historical development has led to a natural demise of the IOJ as an operational
organization. While closing this page in history, we are pleased to pass on to the IFJ the heritage of the
pre-war F1J. We wish you every success in taking good care of this valuable heritage.

Amman and Maputo, 3 June 2016
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Suleiman Al-Qudah, IOJ President Manuel Tomé, 10J Honorary President



Three moments of unity to celebrate

Looking at broad history of our international movement,
let us note that there are three organizational moments
which justify the celebration of unity:

First, the founding of FIJ after World War | in 1926
Second, the founding of |OJ after World War Il in 1946

And third, the regaining of unity after Cold War — here in
Angers where we got a notice that |OJ is finished with
the heritage of old FIJ being passed to new IFJ

Three years: 1926, 1946 and 2016 — all in June

We are really witthesses of closing a page in history —
here in Angers
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Thank you!

kaarle.nordenstren

http://www.uta.fi/cmt/en/contact/staff/
kaarlenordenstreng/index.html




