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LoN resolution on 25 September 1925
The Assembly,

Considering that the Press constitutes the most effective means of 
guiding public opinion towards that moral disarmament which is a 
concomitant condition of material disarmament;

Invites the Council to consider the desirability of conceiving a committee 
of experts representing the Press of the different continents with a view 
to determining methods of contributing towards the organisation of 
peace, especially:

(a) By ensuring the more rapid and less costly transmission of Press news 
with a view to reducing risks of international misunderstanding;

(b) And by discussing all technical problems the settlement of which 
would be conducive to the tranquillisation of public opinion.







LoN resolution on 24 September 1931
The Assembly,

I Convinced of the great value of the contribution of women to the work 
of peace and the good understanding between the nations, which is the 
principal aim of the League of Nations,

Requests the Council to examine the possibility of women co-operating 
more fully in the work of the League.

II Considering that the organization of peace demands an international 
spirit freed from all prejudices and misconceptions, (…)

Requests the Council to consider the possibility of studying, with the 
help of the Press, the difficult problem of the spread of false information 
which may threaten to disturb the peace or the good understanding 
between nations.





LoN resolution on 26 September 1934

The Assembly, (…)

In view of the valuable contribution made by the Conference to the 
problem of the spread of false news which might endanger the 
maintenance of peace and a good understanding among the nations;

Hoping that the proposed enquiries into the technical and financial 
means of putting and end to the spread of false news and in regard to 
the correction of false news appearing in the Press may prove 
successful; (…)

Requests the Council  to authorize the Secretary-General to facilitate, 
by such means as are at his disposal, the preparation for and 
organisation of the next Conference of Government Press Bureaux and 
Press Representatives, by lending the services of the appropriate 
sections of the League to perform the secretarial work (…)



No further LoN conferences, nor resolutions on 
collaboration of the Press in the organisation of peace

after 1934

But the international federation of newspaper editors and 
publishers adopted its own convention on the correction of false
news in 1936

Meanwhile, LoN pursued relevant activities in the context of the
World Disarmament Conference prepared since 1925 and finally
convened in 1932–33, under the title Moral Disarmament





Modern Means of Spreading Information 
Utilised in the Cause of Peace

In the early 1930s, film and radio became central to LoN activities of 
intellectual co-operation, with the International Educational
Cinematographic Institute established in Rome and the International 
Institute of Intellectual Co-operation pursuing educational aspects of 
broadcasting

LoN resolution on 24 September 1931 started a process leading to 
adoption of the International Convention on the Use of Broadcasting
in the Cause of Peace





From the Convention on the Use of Broadcasting in the Cause of Peace

Article 1

The High Contracting Parties mutually undertake to prohibit and, if occasion arises, 
to stop without delay the broadcasting within their respective territories of any 
transmission which to the detriment of good international understanding is of such 
a character as to incite the population of any territory to acts incompatible with the 
internal order or the security of a territory of a High Contracting Party.

Article 2

The High Contracting Parties mutually undertake to ensure that transmissions from 
stations within their respective territories shall not constitute an incitement either 
to war against another High Contracting Party or to acts likely to lead thereto.

Article 3

The High Contracting Parties mutually undertake (...) any transmission likely to 
harm good international understanding by incorrect statements (...)



Context I:
Intellectual trends after World War I

Parliamentary democracy prevailed, e.g. in the Weimar Republic

Radicalism proceeded in ideologies, inspired i.a. by Soviet Communism

Progressivism promoted social reforms, including trade unions (ILO)

Modernism flourished in culture and beyond

Pacifism accompanied peace movements against militarism

Idealism figured in politics and political science

Decolonization was brewing in Asia, Africa and Latin America (hastened 
by Japan’s unprecedented victory over Russia in 1905)



Context II: 
History of the international movement of journalists



First international associations of journalists

International Union of Press Associations (IUPA) 1894–1936 
Congresses after Antwerp 1894 in Bordeaux 1895, Budapest 1896, 
Stockholm 1897, Lisbon 1898, Rome 1899, Paris 1900, Bern 1902, 
Vienna 1904, Liège 1905, Bordeaux 1907, Berlin 1908, Trieste 1910, 
Rome 1911, Copenhagen 1914…. London 1927, Barcelona 1929, 
Oslo 1932, Antwerp 1934 and Prague 1936.

Press Congress of the World (PCW) 1915–1927
Initiated by Americans in ”World Press Parliament” in St Louis 1904

International Association of Journalists accredited to the
League of Nations (IAJA) 1921–1936

Fédération Internationale des Journalistes (FIJ) 1926–1940 





IUPA Congress in Rome 1899



World Press Parliament in StLouis 1904



IAJA in Geneva in the 1920s





FIJ Executive Committee in The Hague 1931





FIJ Tribunal of Honour in The Hague 1931



Congress of the Union of National Journalist Unions in Venice 1942



Conclusions

• LoN and media remains a forgotten story which needs to be 
rediscovered (and the paper from 1986 published).

• The elements of the story are highly topical in today’s world with 
nuclear weapons and increased globalization.

• The normative parameters for the media are clearly articulated, 
neither compromising nor deferring excessively to freedom.

• LoN represents idealism, which came under critcism from the rising
school of realism in international relations.

• LoN stands for the emerging principles of solidarism and pluralism.

• LoN was no historical failure; while not preventing WW II, it did lay 
the foundations for the UN and the post-war international order, 
including decolonization.


