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My own story in brief (more at https://sites.tuni.fi/kaarle/about/)

* Born in Helsinki in June 1941 just before Finland joined Germany attacking USSR,
first childhood memories from going to bomb shelter in Helsinki in February 1944

e Father was officer in the Finnish army, mother conservative housewife
* High school and university in Helsinki, MA in psychology 1965, PhD 1969

e Radio reporter as schoolboy in national radio, head of radio youth programmes at
Finnish Broadcasting Company YLE while studying 1962-63

e Junior faculty member in journalism and mass communication at Tampere Univ
1965-65 (Scandinavia’s first academic school of journalism established 1925)

* Head of research and member of long-range planning at YLE 1967-71

* Professor of electronic media at Tampere 1971-2009 (first chair in Scandinavia)
* First trip to Prague in September 1968, see Reflexions of a veteran (2014)

* Vice-President of IAMCR 1972-88, see https://iamcr.org/history

* President of 10J 1976-90, see Steering the International Organization... (2019)



https://sites.tuni.fi/kaarle/about/
file:///C:/Users/qtkano/OneDrive - TUNI.fi/Työpöytä/Prague presentation of Kaarle Nordenstreng.pdf
https://iamcr.org/history
file:///C:/Users/qtkano/OneDrive - TUNI.fi/Työpöytä/Presentation-on-IOJ-history-in-Helsinki-on-14-June-2019.pdf

My work on history of international journalist movement

First, | prepared a book for the 40th anniversary of 10J together with Secretary
General Jiri Kubka, but by the celebrations in 1986 we managed to put together
only prehistory of 10J, entitled Useful Recollections: Excursion into the History of
the International Movement of Journalists, Part | (Prague: 10J, also in French).

Part Il covering the first 20 years of 10J until 1966 was published in 1988 — the
continuation remaining in the air, while Kubka was removed from 10J and | was
preoccupied by other projects. [See covers of the two parts in the next slide]

In 1994, in organizing a workshop in Antwerp to commemorate the centennary of
the first international conference of journalists there in 1894, | decided to
continue writing the history of 10J, supported by Vaclav Slavik who had recently
retired from 10J and brought with him a lot of archives.

However, Part Ill took 26 years to finally appear in 2020. Meanwhile, | wrote with
four other colleagues A History of the International Movement of Journalists:
Professionalism Versus Politics (Houndmills: Palgrave, 2016). [See following slide]
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After 14 years as 10J
President and 26 years
wanting to write its

' history, the book was out

In January 2021, see
https://press.uchicago.edu/u

cp/books/book/distributed/R

/bo86883947.html

For its summary, see
“Steering the
" International Organization
.| of Journalists through
| Détente and Cold War”

at the end of
://sites.tuni.fi/kaarle/nor

denstreng-publications/



https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/distributed/R/bo86883947.html
https://sites.tuni.fi/kaarle/nordenstreng-publications/

Overall history of profession and its internationalization

Journalism as a profession evolved with periodical publications since 17th century,
established in Europe by late 19th, leading to national associations by early 20th.

First international organization: International Union of Press Associations (IUPA),
1894 (Antwerp) — 1936 (Prague)

International Association of Journalists accredited to the League of Nations (1AJA)
1921-27 (Geneva)

After World War |: Fédération Internationale des Journalistes (FlJ)
1926 — 1940 (Paris)

After World War |lI: International Organization of Journalists (10J)
1946 (Copenhagen) — 2016 (Angers)

Outbreak of Cold War in 1948 divided the united movement and culminated in
1952 in International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) as platform for western unions.

After Cold War in the 1990s unity was gradually regained when |0J discontinued
and most of its unions ioined IFJ.



10J history in six slides

1 Founding | 1946-1947

The founding Congress in Copenhagen (1946) followed by the 2nd
Congress in Prague (1947) elected the first |IOJ leaders: President
from the UK, Vice Presidents from France, Norway, USA and USSR.
The first Secretary-Treasurer was from Australia, the second one
elected in Prague to run the headquarters from Czechoslovakia.
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2 Crisisand split | 1948-1952

Cold War confrontation of 1948 led to a split with western member

unions leaving the 10J. The 3rd Congress in Helsinki (1950) was

limited to the Soviet-led eastern camp with unions from China and

other developing countries. Two years later the western unions

founded the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) in Brussels.
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3 Consolidation and growth | 1953-1972

Membership grew in the Third World; their students were sent to
schools in Berlin and Budapest. European members enjoyed [OJ
hotels on the Black Sea and Lake Balaton. The |OJ Congresses grew
In size from Bucharest (1958) to Budapest (1962), Berlin (1966) and
Havana (1971).The Democratic Journalist became the |10J flagship.
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4 Détenteand co-operation | 1973-1989

Solidarity was manifested with Vietnam, Chile, Palestine and southern
Africa. More professional activities were also provided in training,
publications, studies and meetings. The 8th Congress in Helsinki (1976)
was a breakthrough of détente followed by East-West and North-South
co-operation with the IFJ and regional federations, fostered by UNESCO
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5 Disintegration | 1990-1997

Collapse of communist regimes in central-eastern Europe in late

1989 shook the foundations of the 10J. The Czechoslovak member
union was stopped and the new Syndicate refused to join, leading the
Government to expel the 10J. The Congress in Harare (1991) flagged
reforms but the new divided leadership failed to prevent disintegration.
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6 Demise | 1998-2016

After the last energetic Secretary General died in 1997, the 10J had no
operational Secretariat and no sustainable financial basis. The leader-
ship offered the ailing 10J to the Chinese association in 1998, met by
silence. The end of the 10J was a letter by the last two Presidents to
the IFJ congress in 2016 — an offshoot of working on this history book.
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Founding : Copenhagen 1946




Prague 1947

ing:

Found




From left to right: British President Kenyon, Czech delegate Zier_isv.,};,v_Swedish delegate Eek
and newly elected Czechoslovak Secretary General .
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Consolidation 1953-65
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BERLIN

The first INTERPRESSFOTO, which was
held in Berlin, was a great success and
evoked lively interest. The exhibition
lasted six weeks and even had to be
prolonged. 256 press photographers
from 32 countries took part. From the
2668 photographs received the interna-
tional jury selected the 433 best for
showing. The Berlin exhibition was a ve-
ritable world meeting of press photo-
graphers and a variegated review of
their labours, the quality of which was
of a high international level. (To the
photo: View of the installation of the
exhibition.)

BUDAPEST

The second INTERPRESSFOTO took place
in August 1962 in Budapest. This time
the exhibi from 34 ies from
all continents exhibited some 500 photo-
graphs. The importance of the exhibition
lay net only in its power of communi-
cation, but also in its ability to stimu-
late indignation, above all concerning
certain negatives aspects of life in the
world today. A large number of the
photographs gave direct expression to
the ideas of humanity, democracy, a
lasting peace and social justice. (To the
photo: View of the inauguration of the
exhibition.)
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WARSAW

diciisinsirovsss, : % 7 The third INTERPRESSFOTO was organ-
RS A 3 > ; ized in 1964 in WARSAW. It showed 372
photographs chosen from the 1,200 pic-
tures submitted from 21 countries. There
were photographs from Algeria, Bel-
gium, Bulgaria, Chile, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, Finland, France, the German
Democratic Republic, the German Fe-
deral Republic, Poland, the U.S.S.R.,
and other countries. The series “The
Gate of Tragedy”, which received the
Grand Prix, and other winning pic-
tures spoke very clearly about the pro-
blems of our epoch. (To the photo:.-
View of the big hall of the exhibition.)
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Expansion 1966-75




72

THE DEMOCRATIC JOURNALIST — 5-6/1967

The old, now destroyed 1.0.]. quarters . ..

. and the new ones.

|.0.J. GENERAL SECRETARIAT
MOVED TO NEW QUARTERS

The 1.0.]J. General Secretariat, and our editorial office along
with it, moved from the buy central part of Prague io
Pa¥izska Street — in the oldest quarter of the city, the Old
Town. In the coming years this street is expected to become
a second centre of Prague; it will house the offices of plane
companies, of travel bureaux, of luxurious shops, and so forth.
This will add to its attractions since this quarter is the site
of romantic, picturesque nooks, many inns, full of crooked,
narrow streets, passageways and alleys. The sireet branches
out from the Old Town Square — the site of one of the
greatest treasures in Prague, the Old Town Hall — which
oll of you undoubtedly know if you have ever been to Prague.
It leads to the river embankment and from there it is only
a short walk to the Charles Bridge with its magnificent view
of Hradtany, the Prague Castle.

The reason for the move was simple. Prague is being recon-
structed, a bridge is to be built across one of its valleys and
this bridge will end very close to the site of 1.0.].’s former
headquarters. In addition, Prague’s first underground is under
construction. With such plans for modernisation and recon-
struction it goes without saying that some buildings will have
to be torn down. This fate has met a whole block of houses,
including ours at No. 3, the former headquarters of our orga-
nisation and of the Union of Czechoslovak Journalists. This is
one of the last photos of the building before it was demolished.

The new headquarters which the International Organisation
of Journalists now occupies takes up practically the whole floor
of two buildings that are joined together. The General Secre-
tariat has thereby expanded its floor space and will now have
its own meeting hall, lounge, and as formerly, together with
the Union of Czechoslovak Journalists, a club and a restaurant.

Finally, we can only hope that in the new, better head-
quarters our work will be improved and more fruitful than
heretofore and that the tasks which our organisation has be-
fore it will be successfully fulfilled. dgr.



B— e e ———

’ Sy B |
e ademocratic
e ]

B .
e SaiA R |
| 52 - | /»/ \ ! | ==
d B y A \ ="
\

! |
L | J | & ) - { == -y B
S MONTHLY IOURNALTOF THE INTCRNATIONAL ORGANISATION *OF JOURNAUSTS

S in T

St e A A

faevas v -

"¢ <y,

=Y

ot g b g “aa

e
~




-West dé'tent'e'f vy ath nd its West-Europe

._: 3

pq?FaIIy in Finland. Leatl@rs: 'anlsh Rad1o and TV’Journallstsi’ ion (on thg

o,
¥

/4 contacts with 10J 1

His «jfl;"' adith.being a




New world order 1976—-80

The democratic

Journalist

THE JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF JOURNALISTS
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THE SECOND CONSULTATIVE
MEETING OF INTERNATIONAL
AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
OF JOURNALISTS

COMMUNIQUE of the sécond consultative

i
-

UNESCO convened in 1978 all international and regional
organizations of working journalists (not those of editors
and publishers) to a consultative meeting on media ethics
and other professional issues. This led to intensive co-
operation, with regular meetings until 1990. At the table
from the right: UNESCO host Hifzi Topuz and leading officers
of IFJ, Catholic Union of the Press, 10J, ASEAN Confede-
ration of Journalists and Latin American Federation of
Journalists. Second meeting was in Mexico City in 1980.
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New Cold War 1981-85

First half of the 1980s brought new contradictions in international politics with militarization in
the North and debt crisis in the South. Media became a focus of high politics and 10J had central
role in information war as defender of UNESCO and the South against western corporate interests.

news
letter

1981
MARCH

THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF JOURNALISTS

WEST ATTACKS UNESCO MEETING

Concerted action of USA prevented adoption of measures for personal protection of journalists

on dangerous assignments

The consultative meeting, convened by
the UNESCO to Poaris from 16 to 18
February, 1981, which had to debate
experiences, possibilitics and measures
for the protection of journalists on
dangerous assignments, was frustrated
by the U. S. A, in a prepared, directed and
concerted action,

progress in the sphere of personal
protection of journalists on dangerous
assignments, the USA representatives
boycotted any agreement, and went so far
as to withdraw their own draft of a Final
Communique in the last minute, and
refused 10 agree with any final report.
Therefore records of UNESCO camry

United Press International and The New
York Times Service attempted jointly, to
jeopardize all kinds of progress and to put
under pressure the representatives of the
developing countries.

The vice-president of the session,
Cheick  Mouctary Diarra, Secretary
General of the Union of African
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Consultative meetings of 10J, IF) and regional organizations led to unprecedented co-operation.
They hosted the meetings in turn —10J 1983 in two parts: first in its conference centre in Prague
Bila Hora and second in its regional centre in Paris. Historical outcome was consensus declaration
on universal ethics for journalists — first of its kind after UN and UNESCO failed in earlier efforts.
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Principles

Of Professional
Ethics

In Journalism

International and regional organizations of

The second consultativa meetis
(Mexico City. 1980) exprossed s support 10
the UNESCO Declaration on
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Publications of the international and regional organizations were jointly written by I0OJ and IFJ
members and published by 10J in Prague. The co-operation by now named “Consultative Club”.

Journalists
andNewTechnology

Prepared byJohn Lawrence

 Status, Rights
and Responsibilities




Heyday 1986-89

In 1986 10J turned 40, celebrating in the same Slovansky dum where the 2nd Congess was held.
The ceremonial session was addressed by Deputy Prime Minister Matej Lucan. At the table from
the right: Jan Risko, President of the Czechoslovak Union of Journalists, Secretary General Kubka,




9th Congress in Sofia 1986 manifested further growth — 10J now covering 450,000 journalists.
Headquarters had a staff of over 50 and in addition there were regional centres in Paris and
Mexico City, all working under Secretary General Kubka, who was enthusiastic in employing
computers in the service of management — one of the first international organizations to do so.
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New Soviet policy of perestroika and glasnost under Mikhail Gorbachev since 1985 was welcomed
by I0J and also encouraged the European members of IFJ to hold East-West round tables, first in
Helsinki 1985, then in Vienna 1987 (photo on the left) and Warsaw 1989 (on the right) — in photo
centre the President of Poland Wojciech Jaruzelski surrounded by IF) and |0J leaders.
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|0J ran several commercial companies in translation, publishing, etc., serving customers in CZ
and abroad, generating income used to finance most of the Secretariat and other activities.
Their management was in Washingtonova. TR
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|0J Secretariat moved at the end of 1989 to new premises in the corner of the Old Town Square,
in a restored 13th century building. I0J also occupied several offices and flats around Prague. Its
fleet of western cars with diplomatic plates added to the image of a privileged organization.

IO neWS DECgf/IgBER
_‘] letter 24

THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF JOURNALISTS

On December 10, 1989, ‘the 10J
Secretariat opened its new head-
quarters in Prague. The simple cere-
mony-was attended by the I0J Presi-
dent Kaarle Nordenstreng and Sec-
retary General Dusan Ulcdk as well
as members of the I0J Secretariat.

The new 10J headquarters are
situated in Celetna Street near the
historical Old Town Sguare in the
restaured 13th century building. The
new address of the 10J Secretariat is
Celetna 2, Prague 1, 110 00, Cze-
choslovakia.
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By the end of the 1980s the I0J was an empire

* Members in 120 countries, individual journalists through national unions totalled
250,000 in 1988, by 1990 already 300,000.

* Headquarters in Prague had senior representatives of member unions from the
USSR, GDR, Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, Cuba, Zimbabwe and Finland as heads of
different departments, assisted by Czechoslovak staff. Locals in administration and
in divisions for publishing, studies and documentation added to the size of the
Secretariat over 50 full-time employees. The foreign secretaries had a flat and car;
also the local staff enjoyed privileges well known in Prague — it was a real bubble.

 Commercial companies, established first for translation and publishing in the
1970s, had grown to an enterprise system extending to electronics and building
renovation, employing over 1,000 — an island of capitalism in the sea of socialism.

* The enterprises produced over 90% of the revenues, solidarity lotteries 5% and
membership fees only 2%; there was no longer any state funding.

* By and large |0J was the world’s biggest international NGO in the media field.



Disintegration 1990-97

The collapse of the communist regime in CZ at the end of 1989 shook the base and environment
of 10J: its member union in the host country was discontinued and the new one refused to join.

10J newsletter

10J newsletter

1990 /JANUARY

THE INTERMNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF JOURNALISTS

Omnm thhe Wear 1990

10J MESSAGE

As the world enters a now year and a new decade — a de-
cade leading 1o the 2151 century — the International Organiz-
ation of Journalists (IO} conveys best wishes to its mem-
bers and fellow journalists around the world. The 10J hopes
that the adwvent of a new year. will lead us to a new era and
that the new decade will be one ol peace and progress for
humanity as a whole,

This hepe has been recently nuriured by the fact that de-
velopments in international relations have signalled the end
of the Cold War and its ramifications. The relaxation of ten-
sion between the major powers, the progress in disarma-
ment, the serious efforts to setile’ regional conflicts: by
peaceful means, the growing awareness of the need Lo over-
come underdevelopment and debt in the Third World, all
givie rise 10 new prospects in East-West as well as North-
South relations, )

The lOJ'welcomes these positive developments. At the
sama ime it should be recalled thatthe 10J was born in 1946
out of the desire of journalists all around the world to estab-
lish the broadest unity in order 10 assure — as.ils onginal
aims and objectives stated — “the protection by all means of
all liverty of the press and journalism: the defence of the
people’'s right 1o be informed honestly and accurately; the
promotion of international friendship  and understanding
through free interchange of information; and the promation
of trade unionism amongst journalists™.

Unfortunately, the Cold War hampered and complicated
aefforts in this direction and left its mark on the world of jour-
nalisrmn,

Howewer, the I0J together with other dgrganizations of
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journalists has tried 1o overcome many of the problems

feontinved evpage 3 B W

JOURNALISM IN A COMMON EUROPEAN HOUSE

For three days, from December 1T to 13, 1989, the representatives of the
Ecumenical Workshop for Information in Europe (EWIE), the International
Organization of Journalists (10J), and the World Associalion for Christian
Communication {(WACC) came together not far from Munich to a round table

Religious Mattars of the USSR Coun-
cil af Ministers Mikhall holgin, and
Yuri Smirnov, another reprasentative
of the Council fo{‘!?gkgbus Ma'ﬂff-ﬂz‘

At the present time there are 889
million_illiterates in the world over
15 _years_ of age, i.e. every fourth
aduit. Almost 98 per cent of illitera-
tes are in the developing countries,
most of them in Africa. More than
100 million children belween the
ages of six and eleven are unable
to attend school in Asia and Africa

1990 - International Literacy Year

January 1, 1990, marked the beginning of In-
ternational Literacy Year,
United Nations General Assembly. UNESCO
was asked to administer the events to be or-
ganized during this campaign.

launched by the

and every third women is illiterate.

The World Conference for the
Education for All, to be held in Jom-
tien (Thailand) from March S to 9,
1990, will be. an important event.
UNESCO, UNICEF, UN Develop-
ment Program and the World Bank
will be the organizers of. this con-
ference.

CZECHOSLOVAK JOURNALISTS
AND NEW PERSPECTIVES

On Januvary 6, 1990. an extraordi-
nary congress took place in Prague
of the Czechosfovak Union of Jour-
nalists (CSSN), whose almost 250
delegates unanimously decided to
publicly announce the disbandment
of this journalist organization. This
important decision was preceded by
the congresses of both national
unions, the Czech and Slovak Unions
of Journalists (CSN, SSN), whose
decisions clearly led to this move.

The immediate impetus for such a
step was the slow and unconvincing
reaction of the Union to the pofice
suppression of the student demon-
stration in Prague on November 17,
7989, and the events which then fol-
fowed. This fact was reflected in the
congress proceedings where it was
said that the new social and political
situation in Czechosfovakia “makes it

must be based on democratic princi-
ples. It must be an independent and
open organization,  creating

conditions for the work of journalists,
providing legal protection for them,
an organization whiclh “will return the
honour and authority of the journal-
ist's card”. Under J. Markova's
feadership the CSSN's Presidium
adopted new positions on certain
earlier decisions, for instance, it in-
vited journalists who were expelled
after 1968 to return to its ranks and
apologized to those who had been

(Continued on pago 2) <

The 3rd International Conference
(o Support the Intifada in Occupied
Palestine look place in Athens on
16th and 17th December 1989. The
Conference was organized by the In-
ternational Popular Committee of Ar-
tists and Intellectuals to Support the
Intifada and hosted by the Panhel
fenic Cultural Movement.

SUPPORT THE INTIFADA

Prominent intelfectvals from a num-
ber of Euwropean countries as well. as
feaders of organizations of Wdarity
wilth the Palestinian pecpie took part m
the meeting. The IOJ was represented.
Ly Secretary Mazen Husseini.

Intellectuals and artists from both the
occupied Paﬁesnnmn territories and Is-
raal pr WO on the si jorr
in the occupied territonies and the effect
of Israeli occupation and repression on
the Palestinian people in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip. The reports detailed the
intensified brutaliies and terror prac-
tised by the Israeli occupation forces
against the Palestinian popuiation, and
called for d-up internatx
ion o put an end to Israel oocupa
and to support the Palestinian Inbfada.

The meeling decided to intesify its
efforts to mobiise intellectuals and ar-
'sts around the world in support of the
Patestinian Intifada. Corncrete plans of
Support were elaborated and a number
of meetings and fora. on the Intifada
were held.




A press campaign was waged against 10J accusing it of the sins of former communist rule in CZ.
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piipadech mohou |
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MON: na jaky ton?

PRAHA (=sch). Ruzl;ulcl genardlniho
tajamnika Mexinfrodni{ organizace novl-
ndtd (MON) Ing. D. Ul¥&ka ozndmll na

benf v oblasti na3f
sluZby a kteff n

té vijlmky, ale ty se W‘kaii piedeviim
nﬁkollkn narodnich svazd, nlkoll orga-
nlzace jako celku.

VION ztratila Eﬁ“@iﬁﬁ%

Ma tato organizace mordlni pravo pisobit v Ceskoslovensku?
FRAZE POLOBRAVDY A VYMLUVY tvoiily donedfivna iddre mroievi naflch

B miadeze |

ministerstvo zu-q

MON:

nevliddnf organizece pokroko-
v§ch novinéfd, jejim2 cllem ja obrana
svobody tisku, dodrzovan{ pravdivosti

informaci, zabezpedovin{ svobodné
vymény iuformaci, ochrana hmotnych
a profesiondlnfch prdv novind¥d atd.
(Vojtéch Houdka, Jitf Kettner, Slovnik
mezinfrodnich urganlzaci, hnutf a se-
skupenf, Praha 1984, str. 74)

Cemu slouZi?

Hritizovana RMON

(fk}: Na pﬁte:“hf tiskové korferenct
v Praze, kferé sé zdlastplll Celn( pied-
stavitelé Mezindrodni organizace novi-
ndrd- (MON), hovofll prezident télo or-
ganizace prof. K. Nordenstreng z Fin-
ska o n&kterych. aspektech minulé | bu-
douci price MON. Rekl, %Ze zdstupel or-

‘Pokrafovéanl na sir. 3

Distancujeme se od MON

M#l jsem na stols stru&ng vzkar: (Ct:): Prozalimn! sprévnf: rada Syndl-
: kétu .'Im'li'mul sdruiu'fciho teskou a
B&% zftra v deset hodin na tiskovou *°°° "UY druzujiciho  ceskou
konferenc!, kterou potddda MON, bu-
de to zajlmavé. Bylo. Pon&kud jinak.
The GUILD REPORTER, Jonvory 5, 1950 5

Revolution sweeps East European newsrooms, too

By Aidon White
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Meanwhile, 10J publications were supporting new developments in CZ and in post-Cold War world.

FEBRUARY
190

Well posters weatten, disinduind emd poried By the sudents and oppaninion g/owp prayed @ wnigue and
(Avaluadie rle - alniyy @ iurde of the latesl aformation, wiiy 8ad 4o the point, They will undoabindly
malie a chapeer in the Aosrory of communication bn Cechonloveiia

The mood of revolt thit engutfed Creckoslovekia in Noverber 1989 and fundsmentally
changedthe face ard content of most communicasion media, arose from enger ot the brusalise
of force by Crechaslovek police apainst @ peaceful student demonstration colled to mark the
S0k anniversary of International Students Day, on Friday November 17, Almest four hicss
dred fournalisss met in Prague two days after the attock on the students, denounced tve police
brusality and provested against the beating up ard infuring of several Crech, British, Duick and
American journalists by the police. They also rejecied the one-party monopoly over the na-
tion’s media. This mecting was an Initlal st¢p towards anew chanicter and structire of the four-
nalists"organization in Czechoslovaki, [t has become & syndicase supervising press freedom
and fournalissic cthics and asserting the professional and social interests of fornalists, open to
all professional journalists ing those who were formerly prevented front carrying owl
thelr profession due to past political activisies, )

The media revolt began on Novemder 20, when a pumber of newspapers called the police
oction “unreasonable”. Efforts 1o inform the public trushfully and objectively, however, were
martienlarly dif¥icudt in the mews aeency CTK and radio and televison. whose hard-line man«
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Diffeecat sepeescntatives today coe fors
ward and Sy they knew everythang in ad
vande bet that others ruinod it for thom, |
knew nothing in advasce, The Crechoslovak
pople completely overmhelmed me and
allowed e 1o expericnds the most beastifel
sarprise of nyy Bfe.

Noocthekess, by way of iatrodection |
cannot bet recall the efforts of jounnalits
who = perbaps prodlematically, in 2 balf-
bearted yet characteristic way, tried to &o
something aboot it, For instancy, the youog
Journalists’ etier protesting against ecesoes
ship, bundrods of official writers signing
their names oa petitions calling {0 the re-
kawe of imprisoned colleagees Ruml aad

Zeman, along with all poltical peisosces,
Homwever, 1 hope that this revolution has pot
an end for pood to the ceasr’s “reckoning
of scevices readered”,
“I'm_finally‘peoduciag 3. newspaper,”
showtod an older colleague oa Touesday No-
vember 21. All of us shared his cothusiasm.
The *famous” telephone, theough which the
peess section of the Central Comanittee of
the Coenmunist Party of Crechoslovakia
(CPC2) directed the staffs manapement,
wis hopelesudy silent. The censor’s thick red
peocil which had the foree of a fieree slap in
the face for the bodder matenial, remained
(focever?) sull. But this frecdoen that
secened 10 fall from beaven was, for us, a

period of confusion. On that Tueday, of
course, 1 duda’t know that Thursday's oute
oftown ediion of the newspaper Miadd
Fronta would be confiscated (for the bt
ime?) bocause of a single photograph and
0o¢ pasagraph with the masses of politicans
who, today, beloag 10 the kos pleasant side
of history.

To coene buck to that coafusion, As faz s
1 know, in all daies the management boi-
callv carnied out the will of the CPCz CC
and acted the role of an internal consos. All
odizors, more of ks, koew about this quist
agreement oo what could aad what could
ot appear, I anyoos tried to write what, ia
principle, could not be written, be realized it
was & waste of energy and paper. The jour-
nalist only did it foc bis own conscicocs. The
chief editocial beads were respecied, at Jeast
00 this poiat, since everyoos knew they weee
0ot the ones who made decisions and if they
were to allow soch 20 aticie they would lose
their jobs. If there was any suspicion that
something hike that could happen, the al-
ready limited powers of the chief oo
were taken away *from above™,

But 1o get down to business: without
wishing to offend anyoos, the masagements
of almost all Prague papers found them-

selves in 2 situation on November 20 they
were absodetely unable to hasdle,

The initiative was taken by a group of ex+
periensed oditors who created a peovisional
coacepion and dinvided up the work, But
1hey ¢idn't really have 10 do even that, The
younger editors themseives raced 10 report
every picce of action, they didn't steep, they
followed cverything that was-happening,
Enmity and envy, dsappeared completely
amoeg awthoes, The name ceased to be iy
poctant, the ooly imsportant thing was that
the story be peblithed in the paper. The
typeseites and make-up typesciter acted in
the same way - at keast they were able to re-
spect theis own calting,

Taboo subjects filled the newspapers. It
turned out that journalists are Bke most
citizens of the nation: they were siicat when
they had 1o be, but 20 years of propaganda,
Bockilly, had left very few serious traces. Mat-
ters, of course, were different with the top
people. The system cmployed until now bad
been a deception, therefore it terally fell
apart, The doors to the chief editor’s office
were open to anyone with ideas and willing
10 carry them out, oo longer just for a
meagre fee, but 50 that the newspaper was
really a mewspaper. The troth s that it is
woederful to do coe's work and realize that
people do mot repediaie you bet believe
once again that newspapers have a raison
d'ctre xs the guarantor of hbxty and demes-

racy.

The hicraschical strocture hitherto ins
voived in the running of the press i now 3
shambles. The core of the staff should, ia fu-
tere, b 8 modern teazn based oo the bori«
zoetal peinciple. Mexe a cooedination centre

ment st have full confidence in itS editors,
Jes main task ks to create the poticy of a meee
or s indepeadent newspaper and (o dis
cover its idcolopical 500, and also to
delogate the work. All administrative tasks
st be carried oot by 3 staff of profession-
als = managers, lawyers asd cconomists,
The management of the staff should be
made up of joermalists, The young, who foe-
tunately do not kave the expericnce of the
Rast 20 years and who = mildly speaking =
are pot cxagperatedly castious, should be
given a chance.
Newspapers can now expect really com-
petitive struggle, where oaly the best will
survive. Readers have a right (o this. | think
those dailies and | weeklies which do ot
adapt 10 these new conditions ace cone
demned 10 a sorry end. A eaique chande bias
aisen for Crechoslovak jocmalism. Tn No-
vember | realized how masy takeeted and



Despite attempts to satisfy demands of the new regime at the 11th Congress in Harare 1991, 10)J
was seen in CZ to offer “too little too late”. Hence, by the middle of the 1990s, most of its money-
making commercial companies collapsed and income shrank. Secretariat was drastically reduced
and moved first to a four-room basement in Manesova and later to two rooms in Londynska.
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12th Congress in Amman 1995 elected new leadership, replacing the inept Secretary General
Gerard Gatinot by the brilliant Antonio Nieva. Executive Committee in Hanoi 1996 celebrated the
50th anniversary. These were the last statutory meetings before the finances were exhausted.




Demise 1998-2016

Key documents for history writing were saved by Vaclav Slavik, long-time officer in the
Secretariat, while some materials were chaotically stored in a warehouse outside Prague.

e 8




After 1998 10J had no activities and in 2016 the last two Presidents declared its end in a
letter addressed to IF) Congress, presented there by me — 70 years after 10J was founded.

AR
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Message to the 29th IFJ Congress in Angers, France, on 7-10 June 2016

Dear delegates — fellow journalists!

On this occasion we are invited to recall the history of our international movement. It is indeed a long
and complicated story. The movement started over 120 years ago in 1894, when the first international
conference of “press people” took place in Antwerp. But it took until after World War I for the first
proper association of professional journalists to be established in 1926 with the encouragement of the
International Labour Organization ILO and the League of Nations. It took as its name Fédération
Internationale des Journalistes (F1J) and its secretariat was located in Paris. The FIJ was destroyed by
the German army’s occupation of France in 1940. During World War II the movement was hosted by
the British Union of Journalists, which helped to set up the International Federation of Journalists of
Allied or Free Countries. This federation in exile organized new beginning for the movement in 1946
in Copenhagen, where the International Organization of Journalists (I0J) was founded among
Europeans together with Russians, Americans and Australians — as the legal successor of the FIJ.

The Cold War since the late 1940s led to a split in the movement, whereby the Western member unions
left the IOJ and in 1952 established a new association, the present Infernational Federation of
Journalists (IFJ). Meanwhile, the IOJ consolidated itself in Eastern Europe and spread to the
developing world. The world of journalist associations was divided between the Prague-based IOJ and
the Brussels-based IFJ, with some, like the French and the Finns, having membership of both. The two
internationals followed the Cold War division between “Communist East™ and “Free West” leading to a



Today it is obvious that the IF]J is the sole representative of professional journalists around the world.
This does not mean that the IFJ is the direct successor of the pre-war F1J, whose legal heritage was
passed to the IOJ. On this occasion of the 29th IFJ Congress in 2016 it is important that the IFJ
perceives itself correctly in history as a successor of both the pre-war F1J and the post-war 10J. While
celebrating the 90th anniversary of the founding of the FIJ, we should not forget that a common IOJ
was founded in Copenhagen exactly 70 years ago, on 3—9 June 1946 — with high hopes, until it was
split by the unfortunate Cold War.

Dear colleagues,

As the President of the IOJ and its Honorary President elected in the last IOJ Congress in Amman in
1995, we note that the historical development has led to a natural demise of the IOJ as an operational
organization. While closing this page in history, we are pleased to pass on to the IFJ the heritage of the
pre-war F1J. We wish you every success in taking good care of this valuable heritage.

Amman and Maputo, 3 June 2016

el g A Vi

Suleiman Al-Qudah, IOJ President Manuel Tomé, I0J Honorary President



Discussion

|10J has been inseparable from the geopolitics of the time, first post-war
ecumenical idealism and then embroiled in the Cold War, where it was
not possible to remain neutral — the same applied to the western IFJ.

But the INGOs still had considerable room for movement, notably in the
1970s, when | emabrked on the platform to promote East-West détente

and North-South decolonization.

| had the total approval of the Soviets and other socialist countries on
the strategic line; they were my fellow travellers rather than vice versa.

On the other hand, | was their ally and was stigmatized in the West as
head of the “Prague-based communist organization”.

My book is only a basis for the 10J history — more research is needed on
this empire and its impact in the world. Exciting topics are waiting...



